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increasing equity and shared prosperity. It is also an essential part of the

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Ongoing WBG research is helping to ~ May 26

evaluate UHC progress globally, including the quality of primary care, health

coverage expansion initiatives, and inequalities in health outcomes. The UHC sub-  Canadian Evaluation Society

page established by the World Bank contains data that show how many people  Conference 2018, Calgary, Canada
globally lack access to essential health services and how many are pushed into

poverty or spending too much of their household budgets on out-of-pocket

health expenses.
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Relevant Publications

Learning to Realize Education’s Promise, World
Development Report by the World Bank

The World Development Report 2018 (WDR 2018)—LEARNING to Realize
Education’s Promise—is the first ever devoted entirely to education. And the
timing is excellent: education has long been critical to human welfare, but it is
even more so in a time of rapid economic and social change. The best way to
equip children and youth for the future is to place their learning at the center.

The 2018 WDR explores four main themes: |) education’s promise; 2) the
need to shine a light on learning; 3) how to make schools work for learners;
and 4) how to make systems work for learning.

Education is a basic human right, and it is central to unlocking human
capabilities. It raises human capital, productivity, incomes, employability, and
economic growth. Over the last 50 years, schooling has expanded dramatically
in most low- and middle-income countries. In 1970 the gross primary
enrollment rate was 68 percent in Sub-Saharan Africa and 47 percent in South
Asia. By 2010, that rate was above 100 percent in both regions. As a result,
most children today enroll in primary school—and every new cohort of young
people spends more time in school than previous ones. Moreover, the years of
schooling completed by the average adult in the developing world more than
tripled between 1950 and 2010—from 2.0 to 7.2 years. This rate is historically
unprecedented. In Zambia, secondary enrollment increased by nearly 75
percentage points between 2000 and 2010, faster than the rate experienced by
any high-income country during its fastest phase of secondary

Expansion.

Previously marginalized groups, especially girls, are now much more likely to
start primary school. Between 2000 and 2014, the number of out-of-school
children fell by about |12 million.

However, as the Report emphasizes — schooling is not the same as learning.
There are four immediate factors due to which learning does not happen: 1)
Unskilled and unmotivated teachers; 2) Unprepared learners; 3) School inputs
that don’t affect teaching and learning; and 4) School management that does
not affect teaching and learning. However, the Report also notes three
complementary strategies for commitment for learning: 1) Assess learning — to
make it a serious goal; 2) Act on evidence — to make schools work for all
learners; and 3) Align actors — to make the whole system work for learning.
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Recommended Reading

Process of Reconciliation in the
Western Balkans and Turkey: A
Qualitative Study by Divided
Past - Joint Future Project

The objectives of this research were
to determine the opinions and
attitudes of representatives of four
sectors (public, private, civil, civic) on
peace building and the process of
reconciliation in 7 countries (BiH,
Montenegro, Serbia, Kosovo,
Macedonia, Albania and Turkey). The
research report emphasizes that
reconciliation process is affected by
the desire to join European
integrations and the demands of
international institutions regarding
the adoption of European standards,
recommendations and values. Post-
conflict state building is far more
difficult because it requires a wider
reconstruction of political, economic
and cultural relations, and from this
it can be said that
reconciliation is not accepted, but
rather that it is a matter of an
intermittent process initiated by the

state, but not brought to an end.
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